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Shallow.—" I will marry her, Sir, at your rcquejl ; but if there be no great love in. the begin-* 
" n ' n $> ) ,e t heaven may decreafe it upon better acquaintance, when we are married, and have 
" more occafion to know one another ,; I hope , upoiffairtiliarity, will grow .more contempt : but' if 
'* you fay, marry. HER, 1 will marry her, ^ that J amfreely iiffohed, and dijfolutely." 

Merry Wives of Windsor. 
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TO THE 



INHABITANTS OF CORK. 



Trob Tyriufvc mihi-nullo difcriminc.agetuiv 

T 

-IF ever a political, meafure was recommended 
to a country, upon one principle, .more cor- 
rupt and inftdious than all others, .it is the at- 
tempt to reconcile this great Nation to an 
UNION, by mewing fuch-a change, to be ex- 
clufively advantageous to Tome parts of it, at 
the expence of the reft. This has been proc- 
tifed upon you, and as ft is irnpoflibfc that, you 
could adopt any conduct more immoral and in- 
fatuated, than to confider your individual in- 
terefts in contradistinction to thofe of your coun- 
try ; the men who have fo argued with you, 
rauft have been prepofTeffed with a conviction, 
that you were as felfifh atfd. unprincipled as 
themfelves.- He who now addrefles you, knows ■ 
you to be other wife; he remembers your con- 
duct upon all public occafions, for many years. 
He can recall to his mind, no exhibition of 
Irifh Loyalty or Patriatifm, in which the City 
of Cork was not a prominent figure in the pic- 
ture. Perhaps- were he to defbend from the 
elevated and extenfive view, which this great 
queftion prefents to him, and individualize his 
feelings upon this fubject, he would identify his 
interefts with yours, but he muft belie all 'his 
experience, and all his prejudices, before he 
can join in that (lander of your character, 
which would reprefent you as feeking to ag- 
grandize yourfelves at • the expence of your 



country. The fingle man- who fells his coun- 
try for private emolument, is by common 
confent branded with difgrace, and configned 
to infamy.- • Believe me, the taint is not abated, 
becaufe the infection is extended, and that the 
fordid principle is the fame," whether it ' actuates 
a city, or an individual. Nor is it vice alone, 
folly- has a large intereft in fuch conduct. One 
city, or two,, flouriftiing, and a country fuffer- 
ing ! — Cork thriving, and Ireland- finking! 
Thefeare, be aflured, mdnftrous combinations 
of inconfiflent ideas, asoffenfive to the intellect 
of a wife man, as they are (hocking to the 
principles of a good one. • They are the vifions 
of- greedy ignorance. I (hall, through the me- 
dium of this publication, " .addnSfs a- few-papers 
toyouupdn thisintereftingfubject. Hereafter, 
'I fliall. offer; fome,details-.on commercial and 
other fubjects.' This Letter fliall .be Iconfinad 
to a few general topics, equally applicable to 
all parts of the kingdom.- ■ 

An Union-is faid b'y fo'me, to be necgffitat.x! by 
"the peculiar exigencies of the prefent times, and 
by others, it is dated as recommended by pofitive 
and original benefits connected with it. Our pre- 
fent fituation is'a bad one, but will a wife maa 
"confine himfelf to the one confideration of ab- 
ftfact change, and pafs' by the more important 
quefltion, whether, and how, the change is to be 
for the better? Let us candidly review our 
grievances; and fee how the projected alteration 
can affect them. French ambition and intrigue, 
connected withdomefticdifaffection, labours to 
effect a feparation from Great Britain, and to 
eftablifh Republicanism A loyal Gentry, ai- 
med unanimoufly attached to Monarchy, ami 
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ihe'Bntim connection have co-operated with 
the fleets and armies of England to icfifl the 
defperate'eombination. .Hitherto they have-rc- 
fifted it with "fuccefs, but the hoftile fpirit is 
ftill unfupprefled. 'I believe this is a-fair ftate- 
ment of the prefent fituation of Ireland. 

France feeks to aggrandize ' herfelf and dif- 
membcr the Britim empire. It is idle to ima- 
gine that the projects of a foreign enemy can' 
he in any manner affected by fuch an internal 
regulation of our political oeconomy, and as 
long as all the other motives of the undertaking 
remain, : I cannot fuppofe' France to defert her 
enterprize, merely becaufe the Irifli nation is 
reprefented in Weftminfter inftcad of Dublin. 

The objects of- the United Irifhmen are finy- 
ply thefe; — they deteft monarchy, church 
eftablilhment, and the Britifh connection— they 
feeka feparate Republic. They affect to fay, that 
they have been ltd to adopt fuch extreme and 
violent politics, by the exeefs of fome confiitu- 
tional grievances, the inequality of our rcprc- 
fentation, the eitabliflimcntof • the religion pro- 
fcfled by the minority of the people, the pre- 
ference which the fitter kingdom obtains by the 
means of influence, and other atledged imper- 
.fections, which theyftate, as rendering a revo- 
lutionary-change, .and. a democracy, defireable 
alternatives. 

I am atalofs to difcovcr how an Union is to 
reclaim thofe perfons ; for that they will be re- 
claimed is the propofition contended ' for, inas- 
much as the' phyfical' force of the empire, 
which has hitherto conquered them, is equally 
competent to do fb under all forms and modifi- 
cations . of the connection between the coun- 
tries. It has often been juftly argued, that fuch 
a party could not be conciliated by conceflion. 
The oppofite direction of purfuits — the want 
of a community, or identity of • objects, have 
been considered as forming an infuperable bar 
to their conciliation, and yet the fame per- 
fons who thus reafoned, now contend, that the 
men who could not be conciliated may be me- 
tamorphofed by a meafure which will leave all 



the caufes and the pretexts of their hoftility ml- 
diminiihed, if not exaggerated. Under an 
Union the monarchical form of government 
mufl: continue — the protectant religion will, re- 
main eflablifhed— the countries will remain un- 
feparatcd — the theory of a purereprefentation 
will be at lead as far removed from the prac- 
tice of Weftminfter^ as of College-green. 
The influence of England will have been 'ex- 
changed for its dominion, and I affert, that the 
relative p.ofition of both parties will remain 
precifely the fame, unlefs, perhaps, the dif- 
guft (whether juftified or. not) which the inno- 
vation mall produce, may detach fome parts 
from that combination of national loyalty, 
without which, the phyfical force of the em- 
pire might have been, in the late conflict, 
fruitlefsly exerted. I have taken up too much 
time in arguing what is fo plain. I have been 
compelled to it by the prevalence of a delufive 
and abfurd opinion, artfully encouraged — that an 
Union muji necsffarily rejlore tranquillity ! Giddy 
and precipitate fear never reafons, but exclaims 
~rf/;y thing for quiet. I with to check this cant 
of folly and terror. I remember an icleot, 
whofe clothes caught fire; ordinary relief was 
at hand, but he leaped into the fea to extinguiih. 
tne'flames-»-the ideot was drowned. 

A MUNSTER MAN. 



THE 



GOOSE 



WITH "THE 



■GOLDEN EGGS. 



A FABLE. 



1\ CLOWN had once a goofe, we're told, 
That laid each day an egg of gold-; 
Such birds, whatever, iEfop fays, 
Ajeno wife common in our days ; 



